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SWIP January 18, 2013
What is Edmodo?
· Edmodo is a free, secure, social learning platform for teachers, students, schools, and districts.   http://www.edmodo.com/
· Edmodo is accessible online and on any mobile device with internet connection.

What can I do with Edmodo?

· Notes – 
· Teachers can post a note to the entire group, a small group, or a single student. Teachers can schedule when notes will be sent.

· Students can post notes to the entire group or to the teacher (not single students).
· Both teachers and students can reply to notes – create conversation
· Alerts – Short, urgent messages (appear in bold, alert symbol shows in spotlight notification box)

· Assignments – Assign and assess homework, all online

· Annotate – make comments and edits on student work

· Quizzes – 

· Question types – multiple choice, true/false, short answer, or fill in the blank
· All question types except short answer can be graded for you. (Woohoo!)

· Partial credit is allowed. Grades are recorded within Edmodo and sent to students.
· Polls – Results visible to students immediately after voting
· Spotlight Notifications (Yellow box in the top right corner) – This section notifies you and your students about upcoming events/assignments/quizzes, new replies to posts, alerts, and direct posts from students and other teachers.
What? You mean there’s more?

· Planner (calendar) – Add upcoming events, also shows when assignments are due

· Progress/Gradebook – Grades from assignments and quizzes, plus badges

· Badges – Find badges through other users or create your own. Edit them, award them, my students love them! (FYI, animated badges can only be shared from other users; creating new animated badges isn’t supported at the moment.)
· Library – Add any type of file (photo, video, document, etc.) or add web links to your library. The library has unlimited storage space, however, the upload file size limit is 100 MB each.
· Backpack (student version of the library) – Works like a virtual flash drive for students to store work. (Handy if students want to type at home.)

· Apps – Many free and paid apps are available.
· When you check out the apps, take the survey to earn $50 credit. 
· For paid apps, you will pay a small fee if you add a new student later.

· Small Groups – Teachers may create small groups within their main group.
· Ideas: Separate content discussions or book discussion groups

How do I begin?

· Parent Letter – We do not need separate parent permission for Edmodo use. It is covered by the district internet agreement. Use the parent letter to inform families.
· Teacher Sign Up – Notification emails can be overwhelming – 2 options:
· Outlook – Create an Edmodo email folder, filter messages here. This gives you a record of all posts.

· Or – Adjust email notifications - Account, Settings, Click off checkmarks.
· Student Sign Up – Group Code, Username/Password (use district ones?), no email required, first names, use last initial or number in line instead of last name
· Introduce Edmodo and Discuss Expectations – (see ppt)
· First Tasks – Profile, avatar, first post or poll (favorite genre?)

Oh dear, I need help!

· Support Community (The red button with the question mark on the left side of the screen) - The support community is excellent. Every time I have posted a question, I’ve received a reply in about half an hour.

· Help Center – To access the Help Center, click Account (top right of screen), then click Help.
Resources

· Materials from SWIP Session –  found on my webpage (scroll to the bottom)
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http://mshardingsclass.weebly.com/edmodo-resources.html

· Parent Letter

· Intro and Expectations ppt

· Girl’s First Ski Jump video and assignment
· My Edmodo Profile – http://edmodo.com/mshardingsclass
· Feel free to use my badges!
